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For some time since the end of the Cold War, a freg, open, and stable international order has extended throughout
the world. Advanced democracies, including the overwhelmingly powerful United States and Japan, took the lead in
maintaining and developing an international order based on universal values and principles such as freedom,
democracy, respect for fundamental human rights, and the rule of law. A trend toward international cooperation to
enhance fairness, transparency, and predictability of international relations grew stronger. Furthermore, on the
premise of such an international order, economic globalization and interdependence have advanced, bringing a certain
degree of stability and economic growth to the international community, including developing countries.

However, although globalization has reduced disparities among nations around the world as a whole, some
countries, such as Least Developed Countries (LDC), have not been able to fully enjoy its benefits. On the other hand,
in developed countries, domestic disparities have rather widened, which has led to political and social tensions and
divisions. Furthermore, the rise of China and other emerging and developing countries that developed under the
international order described above has brought about a shift in the power balance in the international community in
recent years, and geopolitical competition among nations has intensified. Some states are strengthening their military
power in a rapid and non-transparent manner, and are becoming more assertive and challenging, based on their own
historical views and values, to the existing international order. Moreover, in recent years, the scope of security has
expanded to challenges such as ensuring the resilience of the semiconductor and rare earths supply chain, the

promotion and protection of critical and emerging technologies, cyber security, and countering disinformation.

[H{#8 : Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (2023). Diplomatic Bluebook 2023 X ¥ $¥x]
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Selecting a journal for publication should be an integral and early step of the writing process because the choice
of journal can shape the form of the manuscript. For example, journals vary in their length requirements; some
journals publish brief reports in addition to articles, whereas others publish only longer articles. Likewise, some
journals reach a wide array of readers, whereas others are more specialized. Additional considerations are the journal's
topical areas, open access policy, impact factor, time to publication, and citation style. The characteristics of a journal
and its intended audience should inform your journal selection process.

If you are unsure about how to select a journal for publication, take a look at your reference list as you write:
What journals do you cite repeatedly? What themes do you see reflected in the articles published in that journal? You
can also look at the reference lists of published articles that are similar to yours to get an idea of where researchers in
your field are publishing. Also ask coauthors or colleagues for recommendations. Follow up on possible leads by
contacting the journal editor to make sure that your topic is within the scope of the journal and would be of interest
to its audience. Editors may be able to immediately tell you that the article topic is outside the purview of their journal
aﬁd even suggest a more suitable journal. Through this process, you will begin to form a list of potential journals for
publication.

The next step is to narrow this list down to one or two possible journals by assessing two factors: appropriateness
and prestige.

Appropriateness. Because all journals specialize in certain kinds of research, it is important that your research be
appropriate for the venue you choose. One of the most common reasons editors reject a manuscript is because the
research is not appropriate for the journal. To learn about a journal's scope, peruse past issues and read the journal's
description on its website. Also consult the journal's manuscript submission guidelines and author instructions to
identify the journal's disciplinary and methodological boundaries.

Prestige. Publication in a prestigious journal will be a boon to your career and your work. When it comes to selecting
a journal for publication, it is important to keep in mind that more than one high-quality journal may be an appropriate
fit for your article. The prestige of a journal can be assessed in many ways; one way is by consulting indices such as
the impact factor, rejection rate, and num-ber of citations to articles in the journal. Prestigious journals are peer
reviewed, have an editorial board composed of distinguished researchers in the field, and are included in trusted

abstracting.

[Hi#8  American Psychological Association Publication Manual of American Psychological Association, Tth
Edition. (p. 373) American Psychological Association, 2020.]
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